BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY  FORCE

nights were spent in renting stores, negotiating with the port
authorities and. military authorities. Because I spoke in the name of
the British Army my modest rank was forgotten. Once more I dealt
in large affairs. I got on well with my superiors and my comrades.
But I was not happy.

In the first place the news was bad. The Germans were advancing.
At Charleroi my unfortunate Seven-Four had lost half its effectives.
It was said that Rouen might be menaced from one day to the next.
One night at the beginning of September Colonel Moore woke me
up and said in a whisper:

'You're leaving:with me immediately. The car is at the door . ..
Not a word to anyone ... We're going to Nantes to establish a new
base there'in case Le Havre and Rouen should become untenable.*

The Germans at Rouen ... But what of my wife and daughter?
I mentioned them to the Colonel. He" was sympathetic:

'Send word to your wife and advise her to leave for Nantes
to-morrow, but do not tell her why nor'that she will find you
there/

Poor Janine travelled for two days and two nights in a third-class
carriage because the refugees from the north had crowded the trains
and troop transports had overburdened the railways. When she
arrived, exhausted and ill, the news of the victory of the Marne had
just been announced.

'We have nothing more to do in Nantes,' Colonel Moore told me.
'We must return to Rouen with all haste/

Once more I had to break rny wife's heart by abandoning her in
the strange city. She was at the end of her strength.

Weeks passed. Everything was different from what we had ex-
pected. I had left Elbeuf to take, command of a section, to manoeuvre
and shoot, to risk my life. My desire for sacrifice had been denied
and I had lost my equilibrium. After the Marhe I hoped for a quick
victory. But the armies had entrenched themselves and did not
move. Now they were requesting wood charcoal for their braziers,
the only fuel that was not dangerous. There was hardly any left in
France. Colonel Moore said to me:
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